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CAUSES OF THE CUBAN INSURRECTION. 

BY GENERAL FAUSTINO GUERRA PUENTE, LEADER OF THE 
INSURRECTIONISTS. 



The following article for the Nobth American Review was dictated 
to William Inglis by General Faustino Guerra Puente (Pino Guerra), 
the leader of the Cuban Alzados, or Insurrectionists. Colonel Charles 
Hernandez, a peace envoy from the Association of Veterans, translated 
General Guerra's words from Spanish into English. The interview took 
place on Wednesday, September 5th, in General Guerra's headquarters 
in the field, a tobacco barn near the village of Jibaro in the famous 
Vuelta Abajo, province of Pinar del Rio, 175 miles southwest of Havana. 

The revolution was begun in this way. We Cubans have our 
laws and our Constitution. We have also an electoral law. The 
day is appointed by the Constitution for the election of Presi- 
dent, Vice-President, senators, representatives and governors of 
provinces. When the work of electioneering was begun, Don 
Tomas Estrada Palma, who up to a few months before the elec- 
tion had not belonged to either the Moderate or the Liberal party, 
joined the Moderate party. Prom that day the chiefs of the 
Moderate party commenced to use such tactics as to impede all 
the rights to which the Liberals, according to the Constitution, 
were entitled. The first thing they did was to name a Cabinet, 
of the Secretaries of the President, called by their own party a 
" Cabinet of Battle." At that time (last September) the Presi- 
dent named as Secretary of the Government Department, which 
had all to do with the elections, policing and armed forces of the 
island, a Judicial General, who on becoming Secretary of the 
Government ordered all the forces in his power — the Eural 
Guard and police — in combination with the Judicial Department 
to incarcerate all of those who were not in favor of the election 
ef the candidates named by the Moderate party. 

As a result, the candidates of the Liberal party, finding it 
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impossible to organize their forces for the election, and standing 
in fear that their principal leaders were in constant danger — for 
oppression had gone so far that some were shot at and some 
were killed — retired from the election. They knew that in the 
presence of the force that was being nsed by the Government 
departments it would be impossible for them to hare an honest 
election. 

Another cause of this uprising is the fact that the Government 
was using money of the Treasury for causes known only to the 
Government and for the benefit of a few of the leaders of the 
Moderate party who had become rich in a few days. Furthermore, 
laws which had been enacted to enhance the prosperity of the 
country the Government refused to carry out because to do so 
would not benefit a few of the leaders — namely, Tomas Estrada 
Palma; Kafael Montalvo, Secretary of the Government; Freyre 
de Andrade, President of the Chamber of representatives; Do- 
mingo Mendez Capote, Vice-President; Senator Carlos Dolz, 
Senator Carlos Fonts Sterling, and Senator Frias, the assassin of 
Villuendas. Villuendas was one of the principal leaders of the 
Liberal party, a young man of prestige, who had fought all 
through the War of Independence, a lawyer and one of the most 
intelligent and progressive young men of Cuba. 

A third cause of the uprising is that the Government has 
diverted the one million dollars voted for the purpose of public 
improvements in the province of Vuelta Abajo and has used that 
money for the purpose of arming and paying the same guerrillas 
who fought the Cubans during the War of Independence. These 
are the men the Government is using to try to quell this uprising 
which is now in progress all over the island. 

I am satisfied that a great majority of the veterans of the War 
of Independence are in favor of the movement to uphold what- 
ever Government is elected honestly, and will obey and enforce the 
Constitution and the laws of the country. 

I state emphatically that I have no favorite for the office of 
President or any other position in the Government; but I will 
stand until the last in order to have the wrong that has bean 
done rectified in an honorable way to all concerned. 

Ton ask why this uprising has been begun at this time instead 
of last winter. The answer is because we thought that after the 
flections w«re over, President Tomas Estrada Palma, who was 
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always considered to be an honest man, would drop all party- 
affiliations and would govern by the Constitution and the law, 
a thing which he has not done. He has ignored the Constitution 
and the law and has let himself be managed by the leaders of this 
so-called Moderate party. 

You ask whether the Liberals are fighting in the expectation 
of capturing Havana or of intervention by some other Power. I 
believe the outcome will be that, step by step, this movement will 
open its way into Justice, which was not done by those who con- 
ducted the election of the President for the Moderate party. 

I cannot answer your question as to whether we seek interven- 
tion. That answer must come from our executive committee at 
headquarters. I am simply a soldier, obeying the orders of the 
Central Committee. 

Will the property of foreigners in Cuba be protected or de- 
stroyed? I cannot answer that. Ask the Central Committee. I 
am only a soldier obeying orders. Personally I hope there will 
be no destruction. 

Perhaps you would like to know who is my candidate for Presi- 
dent? I have none. If Tomas Estrada Palma should be elected 
by a fair vote, I would give him my whole support. But the 
present conditions are intolerable. If the American people had 
to endure such a Government as Palma's is to-day, they would not 
permit it to remain in power five days. 

Faustino Gderea Pdbnxe. 



